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On holding the Nokogirian Gakkai 2023 (draft)

Two years ago, the Nokogirian Gakkai was held at the Bisai History and Folklore
Museum in Ichinomiya City (26 October-4 November 2021), and this year marks the
third time it has been held. We have been using it as a place to look back on the past
year and to think about the next developments through exchanges with "sharp (?)
people" who have some interest in our work.

Looking back over the past year, two new "nokogirians" have appeared in the second
half of the year to bring life to the Nokogirian kouba in the absence of its founder. The
name is KOUBAS ONLY: Colin is an Englishman who draws pictures of sawtooth koubas,
and Natty is a Japanese who has been drawing illustrations about sawtooth koubas
through her memories of her grandmother and the Owari dialect. Their activities showed
a practical development of last year's theme, 'l open up and become public'.

This year's theme, 'Nokogiriyane Kougen Gaku', was greatly inspired by their
activities. Let me say a few words about "Kougen Gaku"(the study of modern social
phenomena).

Exactly 100 years ago, a scholar of folklore and architecture by the name of Kon Wajiro
began his "Kougen-gaku" project in a town left in ruins after the Great Kanto Earthquake
Although it eventually became established as an academic discipline for analysing public
attitudes and customs, he originally started by observing and making sketches of the
barracks that had been erected as an emergency measure for daily life. He found the
primitive interest in architecture in the ingenuity with which the inhabitants set up their
houses out of materials they had on hand. Kougen Gaku(Z3%%) was also a form of
Kougen Gaku(E %),

The means of expression of sketching is common to the two KOUBAS ONLY artists. They
enjoy drawing Nokogiriyane, which is what Nokogirian Gakkai seeks. Nokogiriyane is
unique and interesting in many ways. They had the opportunity to exhibit their work on
the Nokogiriyane being dismantled. | call it the 'Nokojimai'. The interesting story will be
presented during this period.

This Nokogirian Gakkai will be based around the work of two new nokogirians, but will
also include works by us, Kaicho (chairman) and Fukukaicho (vice-president) . Through
the various 'encounters' that will take place here, we hope that unexpected
developments will occur. We secretly hope that this place will become a 'place of good
luck'.

| noticed something. With two nokogirians, one female and one foreigner, Gakkai has
become like a senior citizens' club, with a Kaicho and a Fukukaicho in their mid-60s,
but with a much younger average age and, in the vernacular, a semblance of 'diversity'.
The future is looking forward to it.

21 December,2023.
Nokogirian Gakkai Kaicho (Tadahiko Imaeda)



